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Advertiſement. 


T is hoped this little Piece will meet 
with a candid Reception from the Pub- 
lick, as it aſpires after a learned and polite 
Taſte, peculiar to the Writings of the pre- 
ſent Age; which have not only, the Sweet- 
neſs and Elegance of the Mother-Tongue, 
but are enriched by the Sentiments of va- 
rious Authors, quoted in their own Lan- 
guage, and faithfully inſerted in the Text, 
or alluded to by References in the Margin. 
The Author confeſſes himſelf unable to go 
ſo far as ſome very great Men have done by 
Greek, nay Hebrew Quotations, but hopes 
that thoſe he produces, which arc ſuch as 
occurred to him from the Courſe of his 
Studies, will be looked upon as tolerably 
well applied. If he ſhould be fo happy as 
to ſucceed in this his firſt Attempt, it will 
be an Encouragement to him to preſent 
the World with more Productions of this 
Kind, embelliſhed by the Opinions and Ex- 
preſſions of Men of deep Erudition and 
happy Turn of Genius. 


7 
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Modern Diſſertation. 


WT would greatly conduce 
to the Happineſs of Man- 
kind, if they would be 
perſiaded to lay aſide 
their Anxiety after Things which 
are out of the Power of the Gene- 
rality to obtain, and to fix their 
Thoughts more firmly on what they 


do really enjoy. They would thus 


ſenſibly and apparently leſſen their 


Sorrows and encreaſe their Joys. 
But 
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(4) 
But whilſt every one is panting 
after that which he has not, and 
makes no Account of thoſe Things 
which are actually in his Poſſeſſion, 
the Conſequence muſt be, that 
ſuch Sollicitude muſt be productive 


of Uneaſineſs, and that Uneaſineſs 


muſt end in Miſery. 


I hope I am ſufficiently un- 
derſtood, for I would by no 
means affe& to be abſtruſe : But 
left I ſhould not be clear enough, 
I will endeavour to explain, by an 
Inſtance, what my Meaning is: 


And I will go no farther for an II- 


luſtration than the Subject of this 


Eſſay, which is an Inſtrument of 
ſo much Relief and Convenience 


to every Perſon of both Sexes, and 


of all Ages, that its Utility is ta- 


citly confeſſed, by the Conſent and 
Practice of moſt Countries in the 


known World. 
Now 
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(5) 
New when a Money- getting 
Tradeſman is by daily Application in 


his Shop, and continual Meanneſs 


our of it, labouring to raiſe to him- 
ſelf the inconceivable Happineſs of 
One Hundred Thouſand Pounds: 
Or, when a well-bruſh'd Divine is 
ſweating, from Levee to Levee, and 
bows, nods, ſhrugs, whiſpers, and 
ſmiles after Preferment : Or, when 
a noble Lord is ſelling himſelf, and 
his Friends, and his Intereſt, and 
his Reputation, in order to obtain 
ſuperior Rank, or a different-co- 
loured Ribbon: It is certain, that 
theſe ſeveral buſy Perſons never re- 


flect upon the exceeding Privilege 


they enjoy, in common with others, 


of the free and almoſt hourly Uſe 
of the convenient Utenſil now under 
Conſideration. 


On the other hand, ſuppoſe they 


were to be deprived of that 
Con- 


. a 
1+ —— — =. C 25 n 
_ ow AI - oe ——.. P ds 4 x 4 - 1 > 5 5 . * 4 FM -of 
a 8 2 — - 3 5 _—_— 8 e 2 . K 
on n "OR" y a 4 7 A ͤ T — TSR if 


66) 
Convenience, and were to ſeek 
Relief, as often as they wanted 
it, according to the Exigence of 
Time and Place, or as their own 
Fancies might ſuggeſt to them the 
Means, would it not damp their 
Spirits, and check their Eagerneſs 
in their reſpective Purſuits? Would 
it not humble their Thoughts, and 
teach them that the common Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life adminiſter the tru- 
eſt Enjoyment? 


Let us imagine the firſt of the 
afore- mentioned Perſons, after his 
Doſe of Tavern-Port-Wine ; or 
the ſecond, after his Quantity of 
Punch ; or the third, after his three 
Bottles of Burgundy, waking in 
the Night, and finding himſelf, by 
the Careleſneſs of the Maid-Servant, 
deprived of that comfortable Veſſel 
which was intended to bring him 
the Eaſe he defires, Who can de- 
ſcribe 


E 


ſcribe the Deepneſs of ſuch Miſery ? 
What ſhall he do ? Where ſhall he 
go? The Night is cold and dark; 
the Windows are Caſements and 
too high, or Saſhes and ſtrongly 
barred ; the Chimney has a Flower- 
pot in it, or a bright Steel Grate ; 
the Cups on the Mantle-piece are 
too ſmall; nothing of Capacity 
enough to afford any Degree of Re- 
lief, except the Slippers, which are 
alſo equally ineffectual, unleſs they 
could afterward be fixed upright 
upon the Toe : What a miſerable 
Wretch is a Man in theſe dreadful 
Circumſtances! and what is Mo- 
ney, Preferment, or Honour, when 
he would be glad to exchange them 
all for a little Six-penny Pot de 
Chambre | 


Having now introduced my Sub- 
ject, I ſhall endeavour to handle it 
in the beſt Manner I am able, and 


to 


EY 

to adorn it with Quotations from 
celebrated Authors, who, though 
they have not written profeſſedly 
upon the Subject, muſt certainly 
have had it in their View ; as will 
appear by the Extracts I have made 
from them which I can aſſure the 
Reader are honeſtly tranſcribed. 


The general Utility of theſe little 
Pieces of Furniture has already been 


hinted at; they have been obſerved 
to be calculated for the Service of 
both Sexes; they are gt the 
Property of the 20s, -. 


Propria que maribus, a 
as they are alſo claimed by the 
Women, 


Feemneo gener! tribuuntur, 


And we farther remark that All 
Perſons of both Sexes, do receive and 
acknowledge the Benefit of them ; 


for 


(9) 
for they are ſo admirably contrived 
as to ſuit all Capacities of Men, 
both thoſe Gentlemen of ſlender 


Parts, 
Nomen non creſcens gentttvo, 


as well as thoſe of more prodigious 
Qualifications, 
Nomen creſcentis penultima fi genitivi. 


The other Sex too are univerſally 
ſenſible of the Eaſe and Convenience 
of theſe neceſſary Appurtenances ; 
whether they be of the exalted Part 
of the Sex, ſuch as the Counteſs of 


or the Dutcheſs of 

—— ſv Derm 
Sunt ut Juno, Venus; 

or of a leſs and more ordinary 

Quality, as Manny K or Lucy 

er, | 


— Mulierum ceu Anna, Philetis. 
But it 1s obſerved, that the Clergy 


are, of all Perſons, of either Sex, 


B moſt 


( 10 ) 
moſt indebted to, as indeed they 
do make a moſt plentiful Uſe of, 
the Jordan; for beſides the uſual 
Nightly Convenience of it, it al- 
ways attends the Back-Gammon 


Table, and never fails of being 
uſed before and after Sermon; 


8 fenio, ternio, ſerms. 


As to the Make of thefe uſeful 


Implements, they vary in the ſe- 
veral Parts of the Kingdom. In 
fome Counties they are larger and 
deeper (for what Reaſon I know 
not) than they are obſerved to be 
in and about the Metropolis. In 
others, where the Name of Broad- 
bottom is hateful, they affect a 
more narrow Pedeſtal, tending ra- 
ther to the Faſhion of a Pipkin ; 


— Quaſi luxuriant varias imitantia formas. 


I am 
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( 28] 


I am naturally p repoſſeſſed in 
Favour of the Place of my Nativity, 
and therefore I think, ds London, 
which is one of the moſt glorious 
Cities in the World, ought herejn 
to give the Example, as it does in 


4 $-- wv 


1 other great and important Articles, 
© ſuch as Hats, Caps, Perukes, and 
Hoop-petticaats ; and many other 


ſuch Things wal I have not Time 
to write down now; 


Cum multis aliis . num mau. 
longum ęſt. 

I propoſe then, as Une in all 
Communities is to be wiſhed, that 
| the whole Kingdom be obliged to : 

| follow our Standard; and if any 

| Perſons ſhould dare to differ from 
it in Shape or Size, let them be 
looked upon as HEB: to their 
Country; I 
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{ 12 ) 
Que genus aut flexum variant quæcunque 
novato _ | 
Ritu deficiunt, ſuperantve, Hetoroclita ſunto. 


As to the Materials of which 
theſe uſeful Appendages are com- 
poſed, they alſo vary as well as the 
Form: However, with this certain 
Rule, that you may find out their 
Nature and Compoſition by the 
State and Condition of their re- 
ſpective Proprietors. The moſt coſtly 
Sort are thoſe that are caſt in Silver, 
and uſed by Perſons of the firſt 


Mk, 
Ut ſatrapas, ſatrapa. 


Thoſe that are eſteemed the 
neateſt and chiefly intended for the 
Uſe of the Fair Sex, are wrought 
in China, adorned with Trees, 


Ar borum erunt muli ebris ut almus, 


Cupreſſus, cedrus, 
Or 


4 
or ſet off with the Variety of * 
Beaſts, and Fiſhes; 
Sunt etiam volucrum ceu paſſer, birundo, 


erarum 
Ut tigris, vulpes, et piſcium, ut rea, cetus. 


Thoſe which are compoſed if 
white Earth, and neatly glazed are 
what are generally uſed by the mid- 
dling Sort of People; 


Communis generis ſunt ita —— 


The moſt inferior Sort are thoſe 
which carry the ordinary Colours 
of Green and Brown on their Out- 
ſide, which the common People 
claim as their ſole Property, and 
are promiſcuouſly uſed, and not 


uſed by the Males and Females of 
every Family ; 


Neutrum modo mas modo Vulgus. 


We 


14 


We ſhall ſeldom find any remark- 
able Deviation from theſe Prin- 
ciples and Practice ; the Quality of 
the Perſon generally determining 
the Quality of his Conveniency; 


Tantundem dat tantidem. 


It can hardly be imagined of 
what fignal . theſe Family- 
Reſervoirs are to a very valuable 
Part of Mankind; I mean Thoſe 
who are entruſted with the Health 
and Sanity of the People. For 
theſe Veſſels, by faithfully preſerv- 
ing their Contents, diſcover to the 
ſapient Inſpector the true Habit of 


the Run 8 % z 


—— Cui erte 
Augur. . 


But, beyond Expreſſion, have 


they given Joy to Thouſands of rue- 
TE © 5 | ful | 


i 


ful Mortals tortured almoſt to Death 


by ſevere Pains in their Bowels. No 
Monarch on his Throne can be 
greater than a Man ſo comfortably 
ſeated: He may truly be ſaid at 
that Inſtant to be perfectly happy; 


As in præſenti Per fectum format. 


Many excellent Pieces of Inſtruc- 
tion may be drawn from the Com- 
fort, Convenience, and Advan 
of theſe handy Utenſils. But as it 
would be an Affront to the learned 
Reader to point them out, I ſhall 
leave them to his own Obſervation; 
premiſing only, that he cannot fail 
to be rightly informed in thoſe Par- 
ticulars if he conſults the Authors 
that are quoted in this little Work; 


———2ux lectio juſta docebit. 


I have taken up a Subject, which, 
at firſt Sight, I confeſs, does ſeem 


More 


C26) . 


__niore 3 to belong to a 8et 
of effeminate Males whoſe Life is 
chiefly ſpent in the Chamber, and 
whoſe Knowledge, in its fulleſt Ex- 
tent, reaches no farther than ſorting 
and fancying Furniture. In my own 
Dees I reply, that though they 
probab ly. be well acquainted 
with the Subject, yet it is impoſſi- 
ble that they ſhould: treat it with 
any Degree of Merit, as they are 
wWholly unacquainted with Those 
great Writers to whom I have ſo 
copioully referred. I may provoke 
them, but at the ſame time I laugh 
at them, and look upon. them in 
every light as mere Morbings, 


Eft neitrale genus fignans rem non animatam. 
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